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HOMELESSNESS NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT —  
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [4.13 pm]: The Western 
Australian Homelessness National Partnership Agreement implementation plan addresses homelessness in a 
new, sustainable way by intervening early so that fewer people become homeless; breaking the cycle of 
homelessness so that fewer people remain homeless or re-enter homelessness; and improving and expanding the 
service system.  

The state government has made a $68 million financial commitment over four years to roll out WA’s 
implementation plan under the Homelessness National Partnership Agreement, including capital, land, existing 
services and new support services. Across the state, non-government organisations will receive new funding 
totalling $11 million per annum to employ an additional 110 full-time equivalent workers to support people to 
obtain and maintain long-term stable housing. 

Fourteen initiatives are commencing throughout WA, targeting people who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness, including services for rough sleepers; people whose tenancies in public and private rental are at 
risk; women and children experiencing domestic violence; people leaving institutional care; and crisis 
accommodation. 

Since the WA implementation plan for homelessness was announced on 23 July 2009, the Department for Child 
Protection was been working in partnership with the Department of Housing, the non-government sector and a 
range of stakeholder government agencies on a series of workshops around the state to develop the models for 
the new services. The roll-out is nearing completion: some services have commenced and contracting 
arrangements for the remaining services are being finalised, with the majority commencing service delivery early 
in 2010.  

In the metropolitan area, 23 non-government community service organisations have been notified that they will 
receive additional funding totalling $6.85 million per annum to employ an additional 61.5 full-time equivalent 
workers to address homelessness. The workers will include a street-to-home team, comprising assertive outreach 
workers; a mobile clinical team, operated by the Department of Health; and supportive housing workers to 
engage rough sleepers, assist them to access clinical support and move to long-term stable accommodation.  

The existing private rental tenancy support program will be expanded to cover the entire metropolitan area, and a 
range of housing support workers have been funded to provide support to people who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness and who have mental health or drug and alcohol issues, are leaving corrective services or are ready 
to exit homeless accommodation services to secure and maintain stable accommodation.  

Additional funding of $4.2 million per annum for community organisations to employ 35 FTEs in country 
locations will be finalised in February 2010. Each district has been allocated a number of housing support 
workers, and Broome and Kalgoorlie will be funded for specialist outreach workers to work with rough sleepers. 
Work is also progressing on two new domestic violence programs to keep women safe at home, and provide 
domestic violence outreach support in a range of metropolitan and country locations. These services are due to 
commence in July 2010 and will employ 17 workers around the state. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


